Template for the description of an Essential Variable

Describe the societal goal(s) that have a linkage to the EV

Describe the societal target(s) or equivalent entities that are linked to the indicators

Describe the indictor(s) that depend on the EV

Describe the system relevance of the EV, where system is the coupled human-natural system.

Provide details on the system components for which the EV is essential 

Describe operational, forecasting, and discipline-specific relevance of the EV

Describe the underlying data organization/management for the EV

Describe the benefits of having the EV available

Definition of EV

Promote a process of how to identify an EV

What is the process: use of models, empirical approach
Top-down: goal- and target-based --( EVs

Bottom-up: expert-based -( societal benefits

Medical approach:

Know the “normal range” (baseline)
How do we define essential variables:
Technical part: Variables that determine the system’s state and developments, are crucial for predicting system developments, and allow us to define metrics that measure the trajectory of the system. Limited knowledge of essential variables implies limited predictive capabilities and limited means to measure where the system is heading.
Societal relevance:

Essential variables are crucial for the creation of practice-relevant knowledge

Essential variables are closer to knowledge than others. 

How can we proceed and facilitate a coordinated discussion/deliberation of EVs in GEO?
